Serial No. 10/685,695 

AMENDMENTS TO THE DRAWINGS: 

The attached replacement sheet(s) of drawings include(s) changes to Fig. 3. 

In Fig. 3, two new reference numerals 199 denoting the disclosed "release agent" have 

added. 

Attachment: Replacement Sheet(s) 
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REMARKS 

Applicants appreciate the Examiner's thorough review of the present application, and 
respectfully request reconsideration in light of the preceding amendments and the following 
remarks. 

The claims have been amended, where appropriate to better define the claimed invention. 
The specification and FIG. 3 have been revised to address numerous issues raised in the Office 
Action. New claim 23 readable on the elected invention/species has been added to provide 
Applicants with the scope of protection to which they are believed entitled. The amendments find 
solid support in the original application, especially FIGs. 2-3 and page 12, line 12 through page 15, 
line 14. No new matter has been introduced through the foregoing amendments. 

The Examiner's observation that the Declaration is defective is noted. Applicants 
acknowledge the defect and respectfully request that the correction be held in abeyance pending 
allowance of at least one of the claims. 

The Examiner's decision to withdraw claims 12, 17-18 and 20-21 from consideration is 
deemed improper, and hence traversed. Claims 12, 17-18 and 20-21, especially claim 12, are 
readable on the elected species (FIGs. 2-3) as detailed in the July 17, 2007 Amendment. Applicants 
attach herewith Exhibit B which shows the relevant element, e.g., the fastening element supporting 
claim 12. Examination of claim 12 and the respective dependent claims is believed appropriate and 
therefore respectfully requested. 

The objections to the drawings and specification are believed overcome in view of the 
above amendments, except that the objection to page 9 the last two sentences is improper and hence 
traversed because the section being objected to does not seem to include any informalities. 
Clarification is respectfully requested. 
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The art rejections are noted. Although Applicants do not necessarily agree with the 
Examiner's position, amendments have nevertheless been made to specifically avoid the rejections, 
solely for the purpose of expediting prosecution. 

In particular, claim 9 now recites that the release agent is provided in the releasable 
attachment between the top (first) and intermediate (third') segments, whereas the releasable 
attachment between the bottom (second) segment and the garment contactable surface is free of a 
coating of releasable agent. See the specification at page 15, lines 9-10 and page 14, lines 20-22. 
The effect of the now claimed arrangement is that the bottom (second) segment will not be peeled 
off the garment contactable surface before the top (first) and intermediate (third) segments are 
peeled off each other. Accordingly, the bottom (second) segment is reliably secured in the stored 
(folded) state on the garment contactable surface before use. 

The applied references do not teach or suggest the order in which the segments are peeled 
off each other as claimed. The Matsuda releasable attachments between the top and intermediate 
segments, and between the intermediate and bottom segments, as well as the Oji releasable 
attachment between binder 18 and backsheet 5 (FIG. 7) are neither disclosed, taught nor suggested 
by the art to have different peeling resistance or strength. Therefore, if a person of ordinary skill in 
the art was to apply the Kao release agent to the Examiner's combination of Oji and Matsuda, she 
would have applied the release agent to all three releasable attachments, including the releasable 
attachment between binder 1 8 and backsheet 5 (FIG. 7) of Oji. The reason being that the art does 
not teach or suggest that the releasable attachments should be treated differently. As a result, the 
Examiner's combination, if proper, would still lack the release-agent-free releasable attachment 
between the bottom (second) segment and the garment contactable surface, contrary to the 
invention of claim 9. 

Accordingly, Applicants respectfully submit that claim 9 is patentable over the applied art 
of record. 
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The dependent claims, including the newly added claim(s), are considered patentable at 
least for the reasons advanced with respect to the respective independent claims. 

Each of the Examiner's rejections has been traversed. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully 
submit that all claims are now in condition for allowance. Early and favorable indication of 
allowance is courteously solicited. 

The Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned, Applicant's attorney of record, to 
facilitate advancement of the present application. 




USPTO Customer No. 22429 
1700 Diagonal Road, Suite 310 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
(703) 684-1111 
(703)518-5499 Facsimile 
Date: December 5, 2007 
BJH/KL/mps 
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